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By jghn Mcelroy

CHAPTER XXJUIL

DETAILS OP THE BATTLE
Gen IlnjVs Drilalon theSecosS Corps

Longatreets Account Ilcports of Otli- -
vr Confederates The Ulapnte Between
RortU Cnrolina arid Vlrdnia fFurtla- -
et at Gettyaliuzfr

Hayss DtTtalen
The Third Division of the Second

Corp3 received a full share of the
mighty attack This division which
tras commanded bj that highly accom ¬

plished soldier Brig Gen Alexander
Hays a native of Pittsburg and a Grad ¬

uate of TTest Point had threo brigades
tho First commanded by CoL S S
Carroll which had beem sent to juhe
right to assist in maintaining Cemetery
Hill This left two brigades with The
division The Second Brigade was com-
manded

¬

by Col Thomas A Smyth 1st
Del and later by UentCoL Francis
E Pierce It consisted of the 14th
Conn 12th N J and CoL M 126th
lOSthX The the officers ranking him
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THE THE KORTH CAROLINA
had been severely engaged the day

lost ltsColtfitel commanding
George L TViUard consisted of the 39th
111th 125th and J26th N XZ and
commanded by Col Sherrill
until the latter was killed and then
Lieut Col James SI Bull Gen Hays
In bis report says

At tie hour last named they opened
upon our front the most terrific and
uninterrupted fire from artillery I
cannot believe there were less than 80
pieces bearing on us within good range
It was continued until
430 oclock when a heavy of
the enemy forward in three
lines preceded by a strong of
skirmishers debouched from the wood
opposite our line Their march was as
Steady as if Impelled by machinery un ¬

broken by our artillery which played
upon them a storm of missiles TVhen
within yards of our line of infantry
theflro of our men could no longer be
restrained Four lines rose from be¬

hind our stone wall and before the
smoke of our first volley had cleared
away the enemy In dismay and con-
sternation

¬

were seeking safety in flight
Every attempt by their officers to rally
them was vain In time than I
can recount it they were throwing away
their arms and appealing most plteously
for mercy The angel of death alone
can produce such a field as was pre-
sented

¬

The division captured and turned
into corps headquarters 15 battle flags
or banners A number of other flags
were captured but had been surrepti
tiously disposed of In the subsequent
excitement of battle before they could
he collected

X transmit the report of Ueut TV
E PotterT showing a collection by him
of 20 00 stand of arms besides an est
mate of 1000 left the ground for
want of time to collect them Trom
my own personal examination of the
field am satisfied the number
mated is not too great Of the prison-
ers which fell Into our binds I regret
that no accurate account could be kept
but by estimate which cannot be less
llian 1500

CoL Smyths Account
Col Thomas A Smyth who was

severely wounded as to be compelled to
Quit the field sajs of his brigade

Tho officers and men behaved with
the greatest coolness and this
terrble fire with much fortitude As
the Are of tho enemys batteries slack-
ened their infantry moved upon our
position in threo lines preceded by
Skirmishers

My men were directed to reserve
their fire until the foe was within E0
yards when so effective and Incessant
was the fire from my lino the ad-
vancing enemy was staggered thrown
Into confusion and finally from
the field throwing away their arms in
their flight Many threw themselves on

ground to escape our destructive
fire and raised their hands in token of
surrender

Tho number of prisoners captured
by this brigade estimated at from
1200 to 1500 The number of small
arms collected by them estimated at
2000 This command captured
battle flags as follows The 14th Conn
four the 1st Del threo and the 12th
N J two

The lOSth N Y rendered very eff-
icient

¬

service while supporting Woo-
druffs

¬

Battery and lost heavily the
casualties bcirg about naif of the regi-
ment

¬

in action The men assisted in
manuvering tho guns when so many
of tho horses were killed that the
limbors caissons could with diff-
iculty

¬

be
Tie 14ih Cona

Slaj Theodore G Ellis 11th Conn
cays that his regiment opened fire at

and this ran the whole
Tho unit line was broken

and then thrown In confusion upon the
second After the had been main
tallied for soma time and the onemy
Beamed to be yleldlar his regiment
charged out and captured flvo regimen
tal battle fiag3 and over 40 prisoners
About 100 of tho enemy came Into the

wvmWi w Jx1 rr3j-- t

ranks of the regiment MaJ Ellis re
ceived personally the surrender of the
Colonel of the 7th Tenn

of the 1st Tenn as well as
the Lieutenant Colonel and Major of
the 52d N C These latter were v ound
od The colors captured belonged to
the 14th Tenn 1st Tcnn ICth N C
5jth Va and 14th Tenn The 1 st Del

behind a fallenstone wall to the
loft of Woodruffs and right of Arnolds
Batteries As soon as tho enemy nas
seen tobs yielding to the terrific fire
the regiment sprang over the wall in a
countercharge taking many prisoners
and five battle flags At that moment
the regiment under the command
of lieuT-- SvXHlam Smith v ho fell w ith
a mortal wound ho was picked
up his right hand held his sword and
the left a rebel battle flag The Color
Sergeant of the 1st DeL John M Dunn
rushed forward with the colors of the
regiment and in lead of the counter-
charge

¬

Color Sergeant by his side
was cat In two by a shell Col Sherrill
commanding tho Third Brigade was
killed about 4 oclock and the com
mand of the brigade assumed by Lieut- -

1st DeL and 10th j James Bull N Y all
Y Third Brigade wuicm having been
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killed or wounded brigade took
Its share in the repulse of the enemy
and n aped a harvest of prisoners and
battle flags 3n the countercharge The
126th N Y was particularly fortunate
since three ofits members Capt Mor
ris Brown Sergt George H Dore and
Private Jerry wall were given Medals
of Honor for the capture of Confeder
ate battle flags

TlielttthTirY
The 111th 2J Y Col Clinton X Mc- -

DougalL had a particularly intense and I

glorious part in the ngntmg oi uotn
days On the afternoon of July 2 when
the division was moving to the assist ¬

ance of the Third Col McDou
gair was oraercdlorcmaln in reserve
in the rear Gen Hancock came riding
up In great haste and him to

the enemys advance which had
broken --thru our lines and reached 20
or 30 behind them and was in tho
act of turning tho right flank of the bri-
gade

¬

Tho regiment had about 400 in
line at the time so Intense was
the fire to which it was subjected In
this charge in less than 20 min-
utes

¬

1S5 were killed or wounded among
the latter being the Colonel of the regi-
ment

¬

The enemy was driven back
upon their own batteries howevtr and
the 111th N r bcld iU position until
ordered to retire On the third of
the battle regiment lay tehlnd tne
12th N J and lost some men by the
artillery It joined with the 12th
H J in the fire which drove the enemy
from Its front and in countercharge
whlcn followed and came back with
over 400 prisoners and several battle
flags Altogether tho regiment lost out
of Its 400 men 58 killed 177 wounded
and 44 missing or a total of 249

Gen IiOngatreeta Account
In his book From Manascas to Ap

pomattox Gen Longitrect gives this
account of the charge

f

means I lifted
Walton of the Washington

3 1863
Colonel Let the batteries open

Order great care and precision In
When the tho Peach

Orchard cannot be used against the
point wo Intend to attack them
open on enemys on tho rocky

respectfully
James Longstrect Lieutenant-Gen- -
eraL Commanding
At the same time a to Alexan ¬

der directed that Pickett should uot bo
called until the artillery practice indi-
cated

¬

fair opportunity I rodo to
a woodland hard by to lia down and
study some new thought that might
old the assaulting column In few
mlnutea report came from Alexander
that ho would only he abla to judgo the
effect of fire by return of that

enemy aa hi Infaatry waa not
exposed view and the amoko of the

would aoon covar the
that It be carefully before

batteries opened aa there was not
enough --artillery ammunition for
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and another trial It should not
tot favorable

Ho was informedvtbAt thr mialternative that I could and a ynr
out r It that Jen Law conildeTed
and would listen to motMsr that
orders gone for tfca subs to rive
signal for the batteries that ho houM
call the troops at ttt flat opportunity
or lull In th enemy lira

The signal guns broke the silence
the blaze of tho second gun mingling in
the smoke of the first and salvoes rolled
to the left and repeated themselves the

lino metal its fire
to the converging Unas plowing the
trembling ground plunging thru tho
line of batteries and clouding tho
heavy air The two or three hundred

seemed proud of tblr undivided
honors and organized confusion The
Confederates had the benefit of con-
verging

¬

lire tho enemys massed
position but the superior jnetal of the
enemy neutralized tho advantage of
position brave and steady work
progressed

Before this the Confederates of the
left were driven from their captured
trenches and hope or their effective co-
operation

¬

with the battle of the right
whs lost but no notice of it was to
the right of the hattle They made
some fnrther demonstrations but they
were of little effect Merritts Cavalry
Brigade was In rear of my right threat-
ening

¬
on tho Emmltsburg road Farns

worths Brigade took position near ITer-rltt- -s

and close on my right rear In-
fantry

¬
regiments and batteries were

broken off from my front line and
posted to guard on that flank and rear

Not informed of the failure oC the
Confederates on the left and the loss
of their vantage ground we looked with
confidence for them to follow the or-
ders

¬

of battle
Gen Pickett rode to confer with

Alexander then to tho ground upon
which I was resting where he wa3 soon
handed a slip of paper After reading
it he handed it to mc It read
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ARNUSTEAtfS BRIGADE

FIEUJ GETTYSBURG SHOWING CLAIM

column

enemys

Corpg

ordered
charge

Headquarters

enemys

r
If you are coming all crime at

once ov cannot give you proper sup
has that lofc klUdcned at all At least 18 guns arc still

firing from tho cemetery itself -
Alexander

Pickett said General shall ad
vance

Conld Not Give the Order
The effort to speak the order failed

and I could only Indicate it by an ¬
firmative bow He accepted tho duty
arllV CAAmlniF nnn1r1nnra n cunmuEw j y ---

nii nurst- - ana roae gayiy ro
spuntrd

to Alexanders post He thfctr
batteries

charge been had not
Gen Chief

thoa in quick
teries of position was so reduced lhit- -

he could not use them In proper sup-
port

¬
of the He was ordered

to stop the march at once and fill ud
Ills ammunition chests But alas
was no more ammunition to be had

The order was Imperative The Con-
federate

¬

had fixed his heart
uponahc work Just then a number of
the enemys batteries hitched up and
hauled off which gave glimpse of un-
expected

¬

hope messages
wero for the columns to hurry on
and were then on elastic spring-
ing

¬

step Gen Pickett a graceful
sat lightly in the saddle his

brown locks flowing quite his
sliouldcrs Division
their steps and qdikly rectified tho
alignment tho grand march mpved
bravely on Gen Trimble mounted ad-
justing

¬

his seat and reins as If setting
on an afternoon ride When aligned

to their places solid march was made
down the elope and past our batteries
of position

T m 1
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luuea uen ivjemper wounuca
When satisfied that the work Jmoved down the slope and continued

preparation was all that it could be to draw the fire the enemy until the
with tho at hand wrote Col smoke and drifted rear

artillery
July

batteries

tho
Most

Then

a

his tho
tha

considered

spreading

reported

there

they

horseman
over

when every gun turned upon the
Tho batteries that

been drawn wero replaced by
others that were fresh Soldiers
officers began ofall soma to rise
more others to find their way to the
hospital tents Single flies were cut
here and there then the gapsMncreascd

occasional toro open-
ings

¬

but closing tho gaps
as made the march moved on The
divisions McLaws and Hood wero

to move closer lines for the
enemy their front to spring to
charge as soon as the breach al the
center could made Tho enemys
right overreached my left and gave seri ¬

ous trouble Brockcnbroughs
went down nnd Daviss Impetuous
charge Tho- - general order required
farther from the Third Corps
if but suDDort appeared
Gen and the corps
were mere ont iaued to order

Ho askoO If thcra waaaa alternative CoL waa jsent to Gen Trim- -

bio to have his fill lino of
broken brigades and bravely they ¬

the damage The moved

A

rj- -

oat awinat Jfcamyjwttm saiajada la
PlckatTa war CM Semi was seat to
hav that aUraAutf aa Ttekatt
was raw baatr ta that caataatloBu
StcXawa ntWtM to press Um left
forward tmrtlw afreet fir K totantrr
and croas fltK f ctfrUBery was telHa
fearruny on eel FremanUe
ran to oer cftsgratolallans on the
apparent suaeess but the We aps In
the ranks rtew until the Hues were
reduced to Half thalr length I called
his attentionno the broken struggling
ranks JTrimble mended the battle
tho left handsome style but on the
right the massingoof the enemy grew
stronger anaistronger iirigaater uar
nett was killed Kemper and Trimble

desperately wounded vGens Han-
cock

¬

and Uibbon were wounded Gen
Lano succeeded Trimble and with Pet
tlgrcw held the battle of the left in
steady ranks

UecLiieat Pickett
Picketts lines being nearer the Im-

pact
¬

was heaviest upon them Most of
the field officers were lcilled or wound
ed CoL Whittle of Armlsteads Bri
gade who had been shot thru the right
leg at Williamsburg and lost his left
arm at Malvern MIL was shot thru tho
right arm then brought down by a
shot thru his left leg

Gen Armistead of the second line
spread his steps to supply the places of
fallen comrades His colors cut down
witli a volley against the bristling line
oE baoncts lie put his cap on his sword
to guide the storm The enemys mass ¬

ing enveloping numbers held the strug
gle- - until tho noble Armiwtead fell be
side the wheels the eueraya battery
Pettigrew vas uounded but held his
command

Gen PicLett finding the battle brok-
en

¬
wlille tbe enemy were still reinforc-

ing
¬

called the troops off There was
no indication of panic The broken files
marched back In steady step The ef-
fort

¬

was nobly made and failed from
blows that could not be fended Some
of the flies were cut oftXrom retreat by
Arc that swept the field in their rear
Ofilccra of my staff seat forward with
Crders came back with their saddles
and bridles in their arms Latrobes
horse was twice shot

Looking for Advance of
the enemy thru our open field I rode to
the line of batteries resolved to hold It
until the last sun was lost As rode
tne shells tcrcamlng over my head and
plowing the ground under my horse an
Involuntary appeal went up that one of
them might take mo from scenes of
such awful responsibility but the storm
to be met left no time to think of ones

Isclf The battery officers were pre
pared to meet the crisis no move had
been made for leaving the field My
old acquaintance of Sharpsburg experi-
ence

¬

Capt Miller was walking up and
down behind his guns smoking Ms pine
directing nls fire over tho heads of our
men fast they were inside the
danger lino theother officers euually
firm and ready to defend to tho last A
body of skirmishers- - pat out from the
enemys lines and advanced some dis-
tance

¬

but the batteries opened severe
fire and drove it back Our men passed
the batteries hi quiet walk and would
rally I knew when they reached the
riuge xrom wnlcn mey started

Gen Leo w as eoon with us and with
staff officers and ojiers asistod in en--
couraging the men and getting them
together Mfl

IVJlcux Attack
Jtyjwas intended i that the brigade of

urig cien cadrniM rai WHcox who
vanccd on Picketts right hpuAd sup ¬

port his attack and vhefi succeeded
help reap the fruiUs of tho victory by
an Immediate rush on thq disoriliCfed
onion lorccs -- vviicirr aia not mart
early as was csspectod but when he dli
moved straight agatlist Caldwells Divi
sion This cornroanti after Its sanguin ¬

ary contest of the evening before hud
taken up ajjkwUJp on a slight XrestwIijhhlfcfemiilJircAV un brcait- -
wsrks sufllcfclhlAcfitoijcrtliem against

nrUIlprv flr Kn fTVrIlvi u5 fill
poiU buttha enemjlsiire not alitak J Caldncll ouly ooman

V

ok

spread

as

and very xevv wojiuoedVjby the awful
tornado from the Coafedrate cum
Wilcox was greeted by a heavy fire as

oon as ho came within range and the
artillery tore his ranks with canister

the next Instant Stannard repeated
the manuver which had been so effec-
tive

¬

against Pickett and threw the 14th
and ICth Vt oh Wilcoxs flank with a
deadly enmade fire at short range WI1
coxjsmen tpod this very briefly when
tney either broke in wild retreat or

his command I mounted and iialtSl9 itlie ranks of the Vermonters
with
WCoBieportsaysofnhis

flflrrpriflrrlner Cltm
the he had reserved forlills

with the Infantry had ejoic ZEheftidvance been made
Ued away by Lees of Artil- - more than g7or 30 minutes before
lery that the ammunition of tnrfestair officers succession

infantry

commander

a
Encouraging

sent

PettiqreyB

and

out

shot

help

thstrant

I

13

ioneirxjm aioior flesiemi 00m
manding gavfe me orders to
advanceto tJiCcypprtrtrof Picketts ¬

Mvrlgade about 1200 in
number then movodTorwurd in the
following ordeafromrlght to left 9th
10th 11th 14h AIx As they
advanced tliLytAangfd direction sllght
lyto the leftso asto crivtr part the
ground which Picketts Division

mpved- - As theyvcamc in view on
the turnpike allOf the terrible
artillery that could bear on them waa
concentrated upon them frpm both
flanlsand In frbht and more
than on hoevenIng previous a
manof the division that I was ordered
to could I see but as my orders

to go to their on men
went down tho slope until they

the hjll upon which were the
enemv3 batteries and Intrcnciimcnts
jJHere they mere to a close
and terrible fire of artillery Two lines
of the GDmvs infantrv were sr nn mnv- -
Ing bj the flank toward tho rear my

nnfAiAntn 1nifntiu 4Lt 1TJ lft hamh1 II3UlUldiVa --pub iilL ICiU 111 11IUII IU IflllU U1C11
over the heads of the men as they ground until I could get artillery to Are
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1 then rode hack rapidly
to our artillery bat could nnd none
near that hadgimmunitlon After some
little delay noL getting any artillery to
An ltvnlVtMf 1 -lilts UllUU UIU UIH J1 H 111LUI11 1 V Lllill

icKwere on my nuwK and seeing none
or tne troops thatIas ordered to sup- -
tjprt ana Knowing mat my small force
could do nothing save to make a use-
less

¬

sacrifice if themselves I ordered
them back Tho enemy did not pur¬

sue jay men as on tne day Dcrorc had
to retire under a heavy artillery Are
My line was reformed on the ground it
occupied before It advanced

The casualties of the brigado on this
day amounted to 201 killed wounded
and missing

Archers Brigade
Archers Brigade which had been

handled very roughly and its command-
er

¬
captured on tho first day of the

fight was Jed into the charge by Lieut
Col S G Shepard th Tenn whose
report tells of its crowning misfortune
in the assault

Brrx flag Jn the brigade cacepting
ono was captured at or within the works
of the enemy Tho 1st Tenn had three
color bearers shot down the last of
whom was at the works and tho flag

jp - pp17

captured The Uth Ala loit three In
tho earn way the last of whom waa
shot down at the works The 14th
Tenn had four ahot down the last of
whom was at the enemys works The
7th Tenn lost threo color bearers tne
last of whom was at tho enemys works
and the Has was only saved by Capt

A s xrorns tearing it away trora tne
staff and bringing It out beneath his
coat The ith Ala battalion also lost
their flag at the enemys works

There wero seven field officers who
went Into the charge only two or whom
came out The rest were all wounded
and captured The loss In company
officers was nearly In the same pro-
portion

¬

Our loss In men was also heavy We
went into the flghtron the let with 1048
men 877 of whom were hnled wounded
and captured during these engage-
ments

¬

Scaleaa Brlmn
XIke Archers Brigade Scales N C

Brigade had suffered very rough han ¬

dling in the first days fight wheri Its
commander was wounded and it waa
taken in to aid Pickett under tho com-
mand

¬

of Col William L J Low ranee
34th N C His report sets forth very
graphically its ill fortune in that at
tempt

Then we were ordered forward over
a wide hot and already crimson plain

We advanced- - upon the enemys line
which was In fall view at a distance of
one mile Isew their whole lint of ar-
tillery

¬

nran playing upon us which was
on an eminence in our front strongly
fortified and supported by infantry
While we were thus advancing many
fell but I eot hut few In that roost
hazardous hour who even tried to shirk
duty AH went forward with a cool
and steady btep but ere we had ad
vanced over two tblrds of the way
troops from the front came tearing
thru our ranks which caused many of
our men to break but with the remain-
ing

¬

few w went forward until the right
of the brigade touched the enemys line
of breastworks as we marched ia rath-
er

¬

an oblique line Xow the pieces In
our front tere all silenced Here many
were shot down being then exposed to
a heavy lire of grape and musketry
upon our right flank Sow all appar-
ently

¬

had forsaken us The two-briga- des

now reduced b mere squads not
numbering In all S00 gun were the
only line to be seen upon that vast
field and no support in view The nat-
ural

¬

inquiry was What shall we do
and none to answer The men answered
for themselves and without orders the
brigade retreated leaving jianyon the
field undblc to get oft and some I fear

1 retreat The brigade was then rallied
on the same line where It was first
formed

Virginia Xorlh Carollnn
Korth Carolina lias been Justly in-

censed
¬

at Virginia for the
whole credit of the gallantry and devo¬

tion of Picketts assault The Virginian
and the writers generally
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have assumed that there was nobody
but Virginians In that momentous
movement which naturally is not at all
agreeable to the men from the other
States In the assault there were 19

and 15 North Carolina regi-
ments

¬

besides some 10 or more regi
ments from other States The North
Carolinians hare claimed persistently
that the men from their State fought
harder went further and suffered much
greater losses than those from Virginia
Of the 2592 Confederates killed at Get-
tysburg

¬

770 were from North Carolina
485 from Georgia 399 from Virginia
258 from Mississippi 217 from South
Carolina and 204 from Alabama The
three brigades that lost the most men
were Pettlgrews North Carolina Bri-
gade

¬

190 killed Mississippi
Brigade 180 killed and Daniels North
Carolina Brigade 165 killed Picketts
entire division did not lose as many
killed as Pettlgrews North Carolina
Brigade and no brigado lost as many
killed as tho 2Cth N C

The dispute which grew quite acri-
monious

¬

came to a culmination In the
of a monument by the North

Carolinians on which was inscribed
First at Bethel farthest at Gettysburg

and Chlckamauga last at Appomattox
At one time it seemed as if actual hos-
tilities

¬

would break out between the
two States over this matter but the
monument was erected with Its Inscrip-
tion

¬

and North Carolina has also put
the fame upon tho published roster of
her troops in the Confederate army

The substance or North Carolinas
claim for having gone farthest at Get¬

tysburg rests upon the fact that the
noint where Armistead broke the Union
lines was a liarp projection extending
westward some SO feet laruier tnnn
the btonc wall that Pettigrew a Division
advanced against Judge W A Mont ¬

gomery states the North Carolina case
thus

North Carolina Claim
Before reciting the evidence that

North Carolina went farthest to the
front at Gettysburg and taking up the
discussion of that matter it is necessary
to describe the assailed portion of the
Union line on Cemetery Ridge and to
locate and Identify the troop3 which
defended the position The Ridge ex
tends from the Cemetery south toward
Round Top two miles away and along
Its upper western slope there ran a
stone fence The course of this fence
was not an unbroken straight north
and south line For hundred
ards from Its southern terminus it

ran due north then turned due east the
space Inclosed being called the Angle
80 jards and then turned again due

unwilling to undertake the hazardous I north for several hundred yards to the

nnil

claiming

historians

Virginia

aryan barn mat js inat part oi tne
rock wall in front of the right of the
column of attack stood forward about
80 vards while that part of the wall In
front of the left of the column of at
tack receded Inwardly giving to the
enemys line of defense an echelon
formation The Confederate Hup- alien
it reached the near proximity of that
wall exactly equaled Its ontire length
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Posted the east of the rook
the troops of the

Corps Hancocks
Prom the vertex of the to

the southward along tho tv ra the
Second Divls on by Gibbon

Webbs on the
Halls then Along tho

receding Jrom tine point where it
turned due north was the Second Bri

of the Third Division and then to
the north along the wall the Third Bri ¬

gade of division Second Bri-
gade

¬

was by Col Smyth
and the Third by Ccl Bull Wlllard hav
ing kilted the day before and Ccl
Sherrill In the present actio AVebbs
right regiment the- 1st Pa facing to
the west from which came tho

advance had its right
resting upon the vertex of the Angle
On the left of the 1st Pa was the
Pa The objective polnt in the Federal
line I e the point to which the cen-
ter

¬
of the- - column of attack left of

Picketts and the right of Heths Divi-
sion

¬

the latter by Petti ¬

grew was directed was of
chestnut oak that stood insid tho
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